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WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

▶ Introduction

Christians have historically been known as “people of the
book.” For a lot of reasons, however, the knowledge Christians
have of “the book” has consistently decreased in recent decades.
There are two ways to address this problem: 

1. We could yell at Christians to get their act together and start
learning their Bibles better or . . .

2. We could inspire Christians to read and study more by
giving them the equipment they need in order to understand
what they read and kick start the learning process.

This guide attempts the second option. Our desire is to give
Christians the equipment they need, like King David, to hide the
word in their hearts so they might not sin against God (Psalm
119:11). The following guide provides some of the basic
information to help “the people of the book” understand how every
book of the Old Testament fits into God’s big story. There are tips
for studying each individual book as well as some examples of
how Jesus can be found in each book of the Old Testament. We are
excited that you have decided to learn with us about the ancient,
timeless, beautiful, and mysterious word of God.
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WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

▶ What This Handbook Will Give You

• An overview of the whole Old Testament story.

• An overview of each Old Testament book.

• Tools and advice for personal study.

• Demonstration of how it all points to Jesus (Luke 24:27).

▶ What is The Old Testament?

• A compilation of books that were written over a period of
about 1,000 years (ca. 1400 B.C.–400 B.C.).

• Many genres written by many authors.

• 3 primary groups: Law, Prophets, Writings 

He said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still
with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written
about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the
Psalms’ (Luke 24:44).

▶ Why is it in Our Bible?

The story of the Bible is the story of God’s plan to redeem a
people for his glory. That plan doesn’t start with the New
Testament. 
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The Old Testament is primarily concerned with God’s
interaction with the people of Israel, but there is a string woven
throughout the Old Testament indicating that his intention is to
save all nations. The New Testament completes the story.

▶ What Does It Have to Do with Me?

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be competent,
equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16–17).

These verses tell us that the Scriptures are God’s words and are
ALL profitable for helping us grow. When Paul wrote these verses,
he was referring to the Old Testament. The Old Testament is our
story and provides us with endless guidance for how to live in trust
and obedience to God in this life.

▶ Original Structure of the Old Testament

Law • Prophets • Writings

The Old Testament was originally structured in 3 primary
groups: Law, Prophets, Writings.

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke
to you while I was still with you, that everything written
about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the
Psalms must be fulfilled” (Luke 24:44).
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WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

The order of the books in our English Bibles are the result of
several changes that have taken place in history. This was not
malicious, nor does it change the meaning of any texts. The
Hebrew Bible (the Old Testament) was translated into Greek
(called the Septuagint) which rearranged some of the books. The
Old Testament was also translated into Latin (called the Vulgate)
and this also changed the order of some of our books. The current
titles of some of our books were also changed as these books were
translated. Since we want to get as close as we can to the source,
we have listed the books in their original order and with the names
that the original Hebrew Scriptures had. Again, this does not
change the meaning of any texts.
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2009 David Platt
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LAW

▶ Genesis

Title: בראשית, berēʾšiyt, “In the beginning”

Author: Moses

Audience: 1st Generation post-Exodus

Big Ideas: Beginning of . . . 

• Good creation

• Fallen humanity

• God’s covenant people

Structure:

1–11 Who is God?

12–50 Who are his people?

Tips for Study: 

• Be careful lingering over questions that the text zooms past
(e.g. the sons of Anak)

• Pay attention to the big picture in order to understand the
individual stories (Joseph narrative)
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LAW

• Be careful about forcing Genesis to answer questions that it
wasn’t written to answer (age of the earth, dinosaurs).

Where is Jesus?

• “The seed of the woman” (Genesis 3:15).

• “In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed”
(Genesis 12:3).

• The substitute (Genesis 22).

• The true and better Adam.

• The true and better Israel.
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OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY

▰ Table of Nations ▰
c. 2200 B.C.

Many of the people groups mentioned in Genesis 10 can be identified with 
relative certainty. In general, the descendants of Ham settled in North Africa 
and the eastern Mediterranean coast, the descendants of Shem in Mesopotamia 
and Arabia, and the descendants of Japheth in Europe and the greater area of 
Asia Minor.
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LAW

▶ Exodus

Title: ואלה שמות, weʾēlleh šemowt, “These are the names”

Author: Moses

Audience: 2nd Generation post-Exodus, on the plains of Moab

Big Ideas: God delivers . . .

• Israel from slavery 

• His Laws for worship

• Golden-calf-worshipping Israel from his wrath

• His presence into the tabernacle

Structure:

1–19 God calls Moses and rescues his people

20–31 God’s Law

32–40 God’s tabernacle

Tips for Study:

Since Jesus brought the New Covenant, we don’t relate to the
OT Law in the same way as ancient Israel. Here are a couple
principles to help you relate to the Law:

• The Law reveals the character of the Lawgiver. God
doesn’t change. The Law tells us what he approves of and
does not approve of.

• Preserve the principle, change the context. The heart of
God is difficult to discern in some laws (especially about
food and cleanliness). There is a principle behind every
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law, however, that helps us see the character of God and
even apply the Law in our context.

Jesus fulfilled the Law but this doesn’t mean that it has no
relevance in our lives. 

Where is Jesus?

• The true and better sacrifice (Passover Lamb, blood
covering; Exodus 12).

• The Rock was Christ (Exodus 17; see also 1 Corinthians
10:4).

• Glory of God enters the tabernacle to dwell with his people
(Exodus 40; see also John 1:14).
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LAW

▰ The Journey to Mount Sinai ▰
1446/1260 B.C.

Among the many theories regarding the route of the exodus, the traditional
route to Jebel Musa is considered by many scholars to be the most plausible.
Beginning at Rameses, the Israelites journeyed to Succoth, but these two sites
are the only ones on the route identified with certainty. From there they
traveled to Etham and Pi-hahiroth, where they crossed the Red Sea. From there
they traveled to Marah, Elim, Rephidim, and finally Mount Sinai.
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OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY

▶ Leviticus

Title: ויקרא, wayyiqrāʾ, “And he called”

Author: Moses

Audience: 2nd Generation, before entering the promised land.

Big Ideas: The Lawgiver’s guides for . . . 

• Sacrifices and priests 

• Holiness and cleanliness 

• The Day of Atonement and other holy days

Structure: 

1–7 Sacrifices

8–10 Priesthood

11–16 Cleanliness and Atonement

17–26 Holiness Code

27 Vows

Tips for Study:

• Think about the principle behind the laws (holiness, love,
purity, etc.)

• Pay attention to the genre.

Where is Jesus?

• The scapegoat, the great high priest (Leviticus 16).

• Jesus, the true sacrifice brought outside the camp (Leviticus
4:11–12; see also Hebrews 13:11–14).
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LAW

▶ Numbers

Title: במדבר, bemidbar, “in the wilderness”

Author: Moses

Audience: 2nd generation Israel, on plains of Moab

Big Ideas: Israel . . . 

• Arranges the camp 

• Sends spies into Canaan 

• Refuses to go in and wander for 40 years

Structure: Geographical

1–10 Sinai

11–12 Travel

13–19 Kadesh-Barnea

20–21 Travel

22–36 Plains of Moab

Tips for Study:

• Pay attention to the genre (census, narrative, Law, poetry)

• Remember its place in redemptive storyline.

• Pay attention to how God treats his people.

Where is Jesus?

• The bronze serpent lifted up to save all who look upon it.
(Numbers 21:6–9; see also John 3:14–16).
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OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY

▶ Deuteronomy

Title: אלה הדברים, ʾēlleh hadbāriym, “these are the words”

Author: Moses

Audience: 2nd generation Israel as they wait to enter the land.

Big Ideas: A review of . . .

• God’s actions for Israel General laws (10 Commandments,
Greatest Commandment)

• Specific laws and applications

• Blessings and Curses 

• Rhe renewed covenant for a new generation

Structure: 3 speeches . . .

1–4 Recounting Israel’s past

5–28 Israel’s future and life under the Law

29–32 Covenant renewal

Tips for Study:

• Meditate on the character of the Lawgiver.

• Find the overlap with these commands with the teachings
of Jesus.

Where is Jesus?

• A prophet like Moses (Deuteronomy 18:14–22).

• Cursed is the one who hangs on a tree (21:22–23; see also
Galatians 3:13).
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LAW

▰ The Setting of
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OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY

▰ The Setting of Deuteronomy ▰
c. 1406/1220 B.C.

The book of Deuteronomy recounts Moses’ words to the Israelites as they
waited on the plains of Moab to enter Canaan. Moses begins by reviewing the
events of Israel’s journey from Mount Sinai (or Mount Horeb) to the plains of
Moab.
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PROPHETS

Former Prophets

▶ Joshua

Title: יהושע, yəhošuaʿ, “Joshua”

Author: Unknown

Audience: Unknown. Traces the period after the death of Moses
during the conquest and distribution of the land.

Big Ideas: Canaan . . .

• Is conquered

• Is divided among the tribe

• And covenant renewal for Israel.

Structure:

1–12 Narrative accounts of military battles

13–22 Distribution of land

23–24 Renewal of covenant

Tips for Study:
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PROPHETS

• Success and failure in conquering enemies depends on
trusting God.

• The inheritance is God keeping his promise to the covenant
he made with Abraham.

Where is Jesus?

• Jesus has secured our eternal inheritance and we can trust
that he will keep his promise to us.

▰ The Allotment of the Land ▰
c. 1400 B.C.

During the conquest of Canaan, Joshua allotted the land to the tribes of Israel. 
These boundaries, however, do not necessarily reflect the land each tribe 
actually inhabited by the end of the conquest. Several tribes, such as Dan, were
unable to drive out the Canaanites that lived in much of their allotted territory 
(19:47), while other tribes controlled portions of land that were not originally 
allotted to them (e.g., 17:11).
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PROPHETS

▶ Judges

Title: שפטים,  šopə̣tim, “Judges”

Author: Unknown

Audience: Unknown. Traces the time between Joshua’s death and
the monarchy.

Big Ideas: Incomplete . . .

• Conquest

• Faithfulness: downward spiral = sin, judgment, and
deliverance of God’s people through “judges.”

Structure:

1–2:5 Prologue

2:6–16:31 Center

17:1–21:25 Epilogue

Tips for Study:

• “Judges” were not judicial figures, but military leaders and
tribal chiefs.

• Read each story as a unit connected to a larger picture of a
consistently unfaithful people and their consistently faithful
God.

• Don’t expect the judges to be moral exemplars. 

Where is Jesus?

• He is the ultimate deliverer.

• His mercy is endless toward his people.
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▶ 1 & 2 Samuel

Title: שמואל,  šəmuēʾl, “Samuel”

Author: Unknown

Audience: Unknown. Traces the history of Israel from the time of
the judges to the death of the 1st King (1 Samuel) and through the
reign of David (2 Samuel).

Big Ideas: 

1 Samuel: A King . . .

• Israel wants one

• Saul becomes one

• David, the Goliath-whipping shepherd, intimidates
one (Saul)

2 Samuel: David . . .  

• Becomes king

• Gets a covenant from God 

• Sins with Bathsheba 

• Has family issues

Structure:

1 Samuel

1–7 Story of Samuel

8 Monarchy introduced

9–15 Story of Saul
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PROPHETS

16–31 Story of Saul and David

2 Samuel

1–20 The reign of King David

21–24 Epilogue

Tips for Study:

• In narrative, recognize what is praised and what is
condemned.

• Resist skipping over context to apply the text (ex. “Slay
your giants, like David did”).

Where is Jesus?

• 2 Samuel 7:12–14, 16

• Jesus is the true and better David.

▶ 1 & 2 Kings

Title: מלכים, məlakim, “Kings”

Author: Unknown

Audience: Unknown. Traces over 400 years of Israel’s history
(970–560).

Big Ideas:

1 Kings:

• Solomon . . .

◦ Becomes King
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OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY

◦ Builds the temple

• The Kingdom is divided

• Elijah prophecies

• King Ahab is bad

2 Kings: 

• Elisha prophecies

• Kings in Israel and Judah: The good, the bad, and
the worse!

• Israel EXILED (by Assyria)

• A few more kings in Judah then….Judah EXILED
(by Babylon)

Structure:

1 Kings 1–11 The united kingdom

1 Kings 12–2 Kings 17 The divided kingdom

2 Kings 18–25 The captive kingdom

Tips for Study:

• Connect 1 Kings 8:56 with Israel’s whole story

• Pay attention to what leads the individual kings to abandon
faithfulness to God (31 out of 39 kings were unfaithful)

• Pay attention to what characterized the faithful kings (only
8 of the southern kings)

• How did God use Elijah and Elisha?

Where is Jesus?

• Jesus is the true King who always remains faithful.
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PROPHETS

• “Something greater than the temple is here” (Matthew
12:6).

• “Something greater than Solomon is here” (Matthew
12:42).

▰ The Kingdom Divides ▰
931 B.C.

When Solomon’s son Rehoboam arrived at Shechem for his coronation after 
his father’s death, he refused to lighten his father’s heavy tax burden on the 
people, and the 10 northern tribes revolted and set up Jeroboam as their king. 
The northern kingdom would now be known as Israel and the southern 
kingdom as Judah. Five years later, Shishak (also called Sheshonq) king of 
Egypt invaded Judah and Israel and captured a number of towns. Rehoboam 
avoided Jerusalem’s destruction by paying off Shishak with many of the 
treasures Solomon had placed in the temple.
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▰ Deportation of Israelites ▰
722 B.C.

During the reign of Hoshea of Israel, Shalmaneser of Assyria attacked Israel
and made it a vassal kingdom. Later, however, Hoshea conspired against
Assyria, refusing to pay the tribute and appealing to Egypt for help, so the
Assyrians came and besieged Samaria until it fell. Many Israelites were exiled
far from Israel to the area near Gozan and the cities of the Medes, and foreign
peoples from other parts of the empire were relocated to Israel in an effort to
prevent revolt. This signaled the end of the northern kingdom of Israel.
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OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY

▰ Exile to Babylon ▰
597, 586, 582 B.C.

It appears that three separate deportations of Judeans to Babylon took place
under the rule of Nebuchadnezzar (see also Jer. 52:28–30). The first came
during the reign of Jehoiachin, when Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem and
carried away many of the treasures of the temple and the royal palace. The
second occurred after the fall of Jerusalem in 586 b.c., when the walls of the
city were leveled and the temple was completely destroyed. The third appears
to have occurred around 582 b.c. while King Nebuchadnezzar was reasserting
his control over the general region of Palestine (see note on Jer. 52:28–30).
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Latter Prophets

▶ Isaiah

Title: ישעיה, yəšaʿyāhu, “Isaiah”

Author: Isaiah

Audience: North and South

Big Ideas: 

1–39 Judgement for sin 

40–55 Hope of restoration 

56–66 New Creation! 

Tips for Study:

• Understand the genre

• Listen with the ears of original audience

• Find the fulfillment(s)

• Find the call to action

• What does this teach you about God?

Where is Jesus?

• “A virgin will conceive…” (7)

• “Mighty God” (9)

• “Prepare the way of the Lord” (40)

• “By his stripes we are healed” (52–53)
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▶ Jeremiah

Title: ירמיה,  yirməyāhu, “Jeremiah”

Author: Jeremiah

Audience: South. Jeremiah prophesied during the last 40 years of
Judah before they were exiled into Babylon

Big Ideas:

1 God calls Jeremiah

1–25 Judgments against Judah and Jerusalem

26–29 Narrative of Jeremiah’s opposition

30–33 Book of Consolation

34–45 Jeremiah’s suffering

46–51 International Judgments

Tips for Study:

• Read as a “scrapbook” of events, poems, and sermons, not
a unified or chronological account.

• Understand the genre: poem, sermon, object lesson, etc.

• Listen with the ears of original audience.

• Find the fulfillment(s).

• Find the call to action.

• What does this teach you about God?

Where is Jesus?

• The New Covenant (31)
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▶ Ezekiel

Title: יחזקאל,  yəḥezqēʾl, “Ezekiel”

Author: Ezekiel (priest and prophet)

Audience: South. Before, during, and after the exile by Babylon
(592–570 B.C.)

Big Ideas:

• The Holiness of God

• Repentance

• Hope of restoration

Structure:

1–3 God calls Ezekiel

4–24 Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem

25–32 International Judgments

33–48 Future hope and blessing

Tips for Study:

• Recognize significance of “Street Theater” 

• Recognize significance of God’s glory leaving the temple
(10) and returning (43)

• Guard against inappropriate interpretation of prophecies
(Gog and Magog)

Where is Jesus?

• Promise of the Holy Spirit and new birth (36–37).

• Promise of return of God to his temple (43).
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The Book of The Twelve

▶ Hosea

Title: הושע,  hošēaʿ, “Hosea”

Author: Hosea

Audience: North (nickname: Ephraim). End of Jeroboam II until
beginning of Hezekiah (ca 750–715 B.C.).

Big Ideas:

• God will judge unfaithfulness

• He has profound love for his people

Structure:

1–3 Israel as unfaithful wife.

4–14 Metaphors of God’s relationship with his people:

• Negative: Jealous husband (2:2–13), frustrated
shepherd (4:16), ferocious lion (5:15,13:7–8).

• Positive: Forgiving husband (3:1–5), healing
physician (6:1–2), reviving rain (6:3), loving parent
(11:3–4), protecting lion (11:10–11), life-giving
dew (14:5).

Tips for Study:

• Hear with their ears.

• Read the metaphors of God’s relationship with his people
through the lense of Christ and with his church.
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Where is Jesus?

• The metaphor of Christ and his church as Bridegroom and
bride.

• “I desire mercy, not sacrifice” (6:6).

▶ Joel

Title: יואל, yoʾēl, “Joel”

Author: Joel

Audience: Unknown. Probably late 7th century (after fall of
North, before fall of South.

Big Ideas: God will bring relief from the locusts and the coming
judgment.

Structure:

1:2–20 Locust Plague 

2:1–17 Day of the Lord 

2:18–3:21 God’s response to both

3:1–17 International Judgment

Tips for Study:

• Listen with their ears.

• Understand multiple fulfillments of the “Day of the Lord.”

• Notice God’s faithfulness.
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Where is Jesus?

• Salvation offered to everyone (2:32).

• Prediction of Pentecost.

▶ Amos

Title: עמוס, ʿāmos, “Amos”

Author: Amos

Audience: North. Beginning of 8th century, before Assyria
becomes strong (791–740).

Big Ideas: Warning to rich and comfortable for their vices and
indulgences as well as oppression of the poor

Structure:

1–2 International judgment

(geographical trap, ending on Israel!)

3–6 Judgements and Day of the Lord 

7–9 Visions

9 Hope for Salvation

Tips for Study:

• Identify the parallels between Israel’s temptations/sins and
our own (religious syncretism, social injustice)

• Be careful interpreting the visions.
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Where is Jesus?

• The “fallen booth of David” will be raised (9:11).

• The promised restoration of Israel is fulfilled in Jesus.

▶ Obadiah

Title: עבדיה, ʿobadyāh, “Obadiah”

Author: Obadiah

Audience: Edom (Esau) After fall of Jerusalem. (586 B.C.)

Big Ideas: Judgment for raiding Jerusalem after it was destroyed

Tips for Study:

• Keep in mind the historical tension between Jacob and
Esau

• Recognize God’s enduring love for his exiled people

Where is Jesus?

• Jesus is the defender of his people who will ultimately
defeat those who assault them (Revelation 20:11–15)

▶ Jonah

Title: יונה, yonāh, “Jonah”

Author: Unknown

Audience: Ninevah (Assyria). Date unknown.
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Big Ideas:

• God shows mercy to his enemies

• God judges his disobedient people

Structure:

1 Jonah’s Resistance

2 Jonah’s Repentance

3 Assyria’s Revival

4 Jonah’s Pouting

Tips for Study:

• Understand this story alongside the promise to Abraham
(12:1–3).

• Read as a parable, rebuking Israel and redeeming a nation.

Where is Jesus?

• “Sign of Jonah” (Matthew 12:38–41).

• 3 Days and 3 nights in the heart of the earth.

• True and better Jonah.

▶ Micah

Title: מיכה, mikāh, “Micah”

Author: Micah

Audience: North and South, same as Isaiah, late 7th, early 6th
century.
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Big Ideas:

• Rebuke and judgment for sin.

Structure: (highly debated)

1st round of judgment and salvation speeches (1–5).

2nd round of judgment and salvation speeches (6–7).

Tips for Study:

• What sins does the prophet condemn? 

• What virtues does he promote?

• Recognize random pattern of messages.

Where is Jesus? 

• Born in Bethlehem (5:2).

▶ Nahum

Title: נחום, naḥūm, “Nahum”

Author: Nahum

Audience: Nineveh (Assyria) just before downfall (630–610 B.C.)

Big Ideas: God will pursue his enemies with vengeance

Structure:

1:7–8 Summary of book

2:11–13; 3:4–7 Poetic taunting

3:1–3 Funeral lament 
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Tips for Study:

• Pay attention to the historical situation (imminent
destruction of Assyria)

• Pay attention to figures of speech and imagery to sense the
poetic effect

Where is Jesus?

• Jesus is the fulfillment of the Divine Warrior in the Old
Testament as he executed vengeance on the enemies of his
kingdom.

▶ Habakkuk

Title: חבקוק, ḥăbakkūk, “Habakkuk”

Author: Habakkuk

Audience: South. 624–604 after fall of North, before fall of South.

Big Ideas: God will judge the wicked, but the righteous will live
by faith.

Structure:

1:1–2:5 Dialogue with God

2:6–20 Woe to oppressor

3:1–19 Habakkuk’s psalm of submission

Tips for Study:

• Pay attention to the logical flow of the book.
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• Identify with Habakkuk’s concerns and understand God’s
responses.

Where is Jesus? 

• “The just shall live by faith (2:4).

• We can rejoice in the midst of suffering because Jesus will
vindicate the righteous (3:17–19).

▶ Zephaniah

Title: צפניה, ṣəpạnyāh, “Zephaniah”

Author: Zephaniah

Audience: South. Before it’s exile.

Big Ideas:

• Judgment for the disobedient. 

• Grace for the remnant

Structure:

1:1–2:3 Oracles against Judah

2:4–3:8 Oracles against the nations

3:9–20 Oracles of salvation for the remnant

Tips for Study:

• Pay attention to the reasons for judgment

• Understand the fulfillment(s) of the day of the Lord theme.
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Where is Jesus?

• The grace and peace given to the remnant of the faithful
finds fulfillment in Christ. 

▶ Haggai

Title: חגי, ḥagay, “Haggai”

Author: Haggai

Audience: The returned exiles (around 520 BC)

Big Ideas:

• Four oracles addressing issues that have come up since
moving back

• Work on the temple, not your farms 

• Encouragement for the work.  This temple will be great! 

• Working on the temple won’t make you holy. Keep
working and the harvest will be great

• Encouragement to the governor.

Tips for Study:

• Identify yourself with the concerns of the returned exiles

• Listen to the hope provided as a fulfillment of God’s
promise to restore his people

Where is Jesus?

• He is the true glorious temple.
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• Jesus is the one who will “shake the heavens and the earth,
the sea and also the dry land” and make the nations come
and bring their wealth and fill the house with glory (2:6–7)

▶ Zechariah

Title: זכריה, zəkaryāh, “Zechariah”

Author: Zechariah

Audience: Speaks alongside Haggai (after return)

Big Ideas: 

• 1:7–6:8

◦ Night Visions addressing questions among the restored
community (1–8):

◦ Retribution against gentile nations? 

◦ The security of Jerusalem

◦ Construction and completion of the new temple

◦ Problem of sin among the “pure” remnant

• 7:1–8:23 Should fasts be held to commemorate the fall of
Jerusalem?

• 9–11; 12–14 Two oracles about Israel’s enemies and the
coming of Zion’s king and shepherd

Tips for Study:

• Pay attention to the difference between the two sections (1–
8 and 9–14)

50



OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY

Where is Jesus?

• “Your king is coming to you...humbled and riding on a
donkey” (9:9).

• “Thirty pieces of silver” from Matthew 27:8–9 (11:12–13
combined with a text from Jeremiah).

▶ Malachi

Title: מלאכי, malʾāki, “Malachi”

Author: Unknown

Audience: Returned exiles around 475–450 BC

Big Ideas:

• Arranged as a series of disputations

• Doubting God’s love (1:2–5)

• Defiled, dishonorable sacrifice (1:6–2:9)

• Covenant breaking: divorce (2:10–16)

• Accusing God of honoring or ignoring evil (2:17–3:5)

• Repentance for robbing God of tithe (3:6–12)

• Saying serving God is pointless (3:13–4:3)

Tips for Study:

• Relate your own experience with that of Israel’s.

• Recognize what each disputation says about God.
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Where is Jesus?

• “Behold I am going to send my messenger, and he will
clear the way before me...and the Lord, whom you seek,
will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the
covenant, in whom you delight, behold he is coming” (3:1).

• “I am going to send you Elijah….” (5:5–6).
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▶ Psalms

Title: תהלים,  təhilim, “hymns of joy”

Author: various. mostly King David

Audience: Israel from the time of Moses until after the exile (over
1000 years)

Structure:

Book 1 (1–41)

Book 2 (42–72)

Book 3 (73–89)

Book 4 (90–106)

Book 5 (107–150)

Tips for Study:

• Recognize the different type of Psalm:

◦ Hymn of Joy, Lament, Thanksgiving

◦ Psalms of Confidence

◦ Psalms of Remembrance
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◦ Wisdom Psalms

◦ Kingship Psalms

• “There’s a Psalm for every sigh of the the soul”

• Make the words of the Psalms, the words of your prayers.
This book was inspired to be sent back to God.

Where is Jesus?

• “The stone the builders rejected” Acts 4 (118:22)

• “My God, my God why have you forsaken me?.....they
pierced my hands and feet...they divide my garments
among them, and for my clothing they cast lots…” (22) 

• Psalm 2, 16, 69, 110, and many more!!!

▶ Job

Title: איוב, ʾiyob, “Job”

Author: unknown

Audience: unknown

Big Ideas: The problem of evil: How can a good God allow the
innocent to suffer?

Structure:

1–2 Narrative account introducing characters and plot

3–31 Job dialogues with his 3 friends

32–37 Elihu speaks

38–42:6 YHWH speaks from the whirlwind

54



OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY

42:7–17 Narrative account which provides resolution.

Tips for Study:

• Understand the larger question being asked by the whole
book.

• Identify the weaknesses in the theology of Job’s friends.

• Study with humility.

Where is Jesus?

• The true and better Job, who was the only true “innocent”
man and  willingly endured suffering for the salvation of
his people.

• God responds to suffering by enduring it and delivering a
death blow to it.

▶ Proverbs

Title: משלי, mišlē, “Proverbs of…”

Author: various, mostly King Solomon

Audience: timeless

Big Ideas: Wisdom

Structure: 

1–9 Wisdom discourses

10–31 Assortment of proverbs

10–22:16; 25–29 Solomon’s Proverbs

10:17–24:34 Sayings of the Wise
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30 Sayings of Agur

31:1–9 Sayings of King Lemuel

31:10–31 Poem to the Virtuous Woman

Tips for Study:

• Identify if you are reading in the wisdom discourses (1–9)
or the proverbs (10–31).

• Read slowly and introspectively.

• Understand that these are general principles not absolute
promises.

• Do not disconnect the Proverbs from their connection to
God. The fear of YHWH is the beginning of wisdom.
(9:10).

Where is Jesus?

• Jesus is wisdom incarnate. Colossians 2:3.

• He is the personification of wisdom that was at the
beginning (8:22–36).

▶ Ruth

Title: רות,  rūṭ, “Ruth”

Author: Unknown

Audience: Unknown. Set during the period of the Judges.

Big Ideas: God’s providence in the family of King David
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Tips for Study:

• Read as a part of the broader story developing throughout
the Old Testament

• Pay attention to the faith of Ruth and the transition in
Naomi’s life.

• Connect Ruth, a Moabite, with the promise in Genesis 12.

Where is Jesus?

• The true and better Boaz. The kinsmen-redeemer who
sacrificed himself to redeem another.

• Ruth in the lineage of David and mentioned in the
genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1:5).

▶ Song of Songs

Title: שיר השירים, šir hašširim, “the greatest song”

Author: Solomon (debated)

Audience: Timeless

Big Ideas: Celebrating the sexual relationship of a husband and
wife

Structure:

Tips for Study:

• The poetry, imagery, and erotic language (sometimes
subtle) is intended to move us to celebrating sexual
intimacy within the bounds of marriage.
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• The lovemaking in the garden should echo the Garden of
Eden and the original pure relationship of man and wife
(naked and unashamed). The bliss before the fall.

• As a genre, it is not an allegory of God’s relationship with
his people, but that metaphor is certainly valid.

Where is Jesus? 

• The church is the bride of Christ and he loves her with the
purest and most exhilarating affection.

▶ Ecclesiastes

Title: קהלת, qohelet, “assembler”

Author: Qohelet “the assembler” (probably Solomon) and an
anonymous writer.

Audience: Timeless

Big Ideas: What is the meaning of life? We all die. Why pursue
wisdom? Why have wealth? Life is meaningless.

Structure:

1:1–11 Prologue

1:12–12:8 Qohelet’s monologue

12:8–14 Epilogue

Tips for Study:

• Similar to Job: interpret the book in light of the whole
book.
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• Qohelet has a very pessimistic outlook. The epilogue by the
second author is the key to the whole book (12:13–14).

• The realism is supposed to shock and humble the reader.

Where is Jesus?

• Life “under the sun” is truly meaningless without the fear
of the Lord.

• Jesus redeems us from meaninglessness and hopelessness.

▶ Lamentations

Title: איכה, ʾēkāh, “How?”

Author: Probably Jeremiah

Audience: In response to the destruction of Jerusalem in 587 B.C.
at the hands of Babylon

Big Ideas: Mourning and despair that Jerusalem is destroyed at the
hand of her God.

Structure: Each chapter is a funeral poem. Most poems are
arranged in acrostic form. 

Tips for Study:

• Most the book is filled with mourning and lamentation.

• One moment of hope: “The steadfast love of the Lord never
ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new
every morning, great is your faithfulness. ‘The Lord is my
portion’ says my soul, therefore I will hope in him” (3:22–
24).
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Where is Jesus?

• Jesus is the expression of God’s unending mercy.

▶ Esther

Title: אסתר, ʾestēr, “Esther”

Author: Unknown

Audience: Details events happening during the reign of Persian
King Ahasuerus (Xerxses) (486–465 B.C.).

Big Ideas: An explanation of the inception of the Jewish feast of
Purim. A display of God’s faithfulness to preserve his people
during exile.

Structure:

1–2:18 The feasts of Ahasuerus

Vashti Deposed

Esther made Queen

2:19–7:10 The feasts of Esther

Mordecai uncovers plot

Haman’s plot

Mordecai persuades Esther

Esther’s first banquet

Prayer and Fasting

Esther’s second banquet
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8–10 The feasts of Purim

The King’s edict on behalf of the Jews

The institution of Purim

The promotion of Mordecai

Tips for Study:

• With no mention of God or his covenant relationship, his
involvement should be understood behind the story.

• The story has rich irony and excellent character
development.

• Consider how this story relates to the unfulfilled promises
of God.

Where is Jesus?

• Esther prefigures Christ in her willingness to be sacrificed
for her people (4:16).

• The sovereign protection of the Jews by God preserves his
promise to send a Messiah.
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▰ The Persian Empire at the Time of Esther ▰
c. 479 B.C.

Long before Esther’s time, the people of Israel and Judah (later called Jews)
had been dispersed throughout the Near East by the Assyrians and the
Babylonians. Eventually the Persians absorbed nearly all of these lands into
their empire, which reached its greatest extent during the time of Esther. Thus
Haman’s plot to exterminate all Jews throughout the Persian Empire would
have annihilated virtually all of the Jewish people, and Esther’s daring actions
saved them from complete destruction.
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▶ Daniel

Title: דניאל, daniʾēl, “Daniel”

Author: Daniel

Audience: Details events from around 605 B.C. to 530’s B.C.

Big Ideas: God is sovereign. He will overcome evil and preserve
his people.

Structure:

1–6 Court Narrative

7–12 Apocalyptic Prophecy

Tips for Study:

• Recognize what part of Daniel you are reading. The two
parts are very distinct.

• For the court narrative, what do these stories teach us about
God?

• For the apocalyptic passages, how would original readers
interpret them?

• Be careful about connecting the visions of Daniel to current
world events.

Where is Jesus?

• The fourth man in the furnace who is like “a son of the
gods” (3:25).

• The “Son of Man” and “Ancient of Days” (7:13).

• Jesus will return and defeat all his enemies and vindicate all
his people once and for all. 
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▶ Ezra–Nehemiah

Title: עזרא- נחמיה, ʿezrāʾ- nəḥemyāh, “Ezra-Nehemiah”

Author: Ezra or Nehemiah

Audience: Details events taking place after the return from exile
around 450 B.C.

Big Ideas:

• Cyrus’ decree

• The return of the remnant to Jerusalem

• The temple rebuilt

• The walls repaired

• The Law read

• The covenant renewed

Structure:

Ez 1–6 A historical review

Ez 7–10 The Law reestablished

Neh 1–6 The Wall repaired

Neh 7–13 The Covenant renewed

Tips for Study:

• Keep the whole story of God’s promises in view.

• Pay attention to the sins the restored community still
struggle with.
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Where is Jesus?

The restored remnant, the new temple, and the reinstituted law
still leave the people of God lacking. The glorious restoration does
not seem to have come yet. At the end of the story, there is still
anticipation of the Messiah who will usher in the fulfilled promises
given to Abraham (Gen 12) and David (2 Sam 7).
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▰ The Persian Empire at the Time of Ezra ▰
c. 458 B.C.

During the time of Ezra the Persian Empire had reached its greatest extent,
engulfing nearly the entire Near East. In 539 b.c. the Persians under Cyrus the
Great defeated the Babylonians and absorbed their territory into the empire,
including the lands of Israel and Judah (known as Beyond the River). The next
year Cyrus allowed the people of Judah to return home under the leadership of
Zerubbabel and rebuild the temple of the Lord. Later, around 458 b.c., another
group of Judean exiles returned under Ezra’s leadership.
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▰ Judea under Persian Rule ▰
538–332 B.C.

Under Persian rule, the lands of Israel (now called Samaria) and Judah (now
called Judea) were minor provinces within the satrapy called Beyond the River.
Returning Judeans settled mostly in the province of Judea, but a few settled in
the plain of Ono and Idumea as well. The fact that the plain of Ono lay outside
the jurisdiction of Judea may explain why Nehemiah suspected that the other
local governors intended to do him harm there.
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▶ Chronicles

Title: דברי הימימ, dibrē hayamim, “words of the days”

Author: Unknown

Audience: Details the history of God’s people from creation until
after the period of exile. 

Structure:

1 Ch1 1–9 Genealogies

1 Chr 10–2 Chr 9 United monarchy

2 Chr 10–36 Divided monarchy

Tips for Study:

The Chronicler used material from Samuel and Kings
extensively, but had different questions he was trying to answer.
The author of Kings was early post-exilic and was seeking to
answer the questions “Has God failed?” “Is Marduk more powerful
than YHWH?” “Why did this happen to us?” The answer in Kings
is that the exile is deserved and Israel was extensively warned.
This second, more extensive history, comes later and is answering
questions like “Are we still connected to the promises?” and "Is
God still interested in us?”

Where is Jesus?

As the closing book of the Old Testament, we see Cyrus
issuing the order to allow the temple to be rebuilt in Jerusalem.
The post-exilic prophets give a glimpse of what this temple looks
like and it is certainly not what Israel was waiting for. When Jesus
comes on the scene in the pages of the New Testament he says
things like “Something greater than the temple is here” (Matt
12:6). Chronicles walks through the whole story from creation
until after the exile and still leaves us waiting for fulfillment. 
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An Introduction to the Old Testament by Raymond B. Dillard and
Tremper Longman III (Zondervan 2006).

The IVP Bible Background Commentary by John Walton, Victor
Matthews, and Mark Chavalas (IVP Academic 2000)

The Journey from Texts to Translations: The Origin and
Development of the Bible by Paul D. Wegner (Baker Academic
2005).

The Message of the Old Testament: Promises Made by Mark Dever
(Crossway 2006).
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